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Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Richard Mathisen  215-643-9109   richard.a.mathisen@gmail.com 

Pastor’s drop-in office hours: Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Other times by appointment. 

Office Secretary: Lee Friedman/Office hours: Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Outreach Coordinator: Pr. Dr. Genie Watson 484-761-2770 outreach@stlukesluth.org 

Music Director: Ms. Andrea Berntsen 

Sexton: Mrs. Beth Hickman 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message  

Vacation Bible School Begins August 10th! 

One important outreach ministry of St. Luke’s is our annual Vacation Bible School! Vacation Bible 
School this year will be held on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings (August 10-11-12) 
from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Children from age 5 to age 10 are invited! The theme will be the Lord’s 
Prayer based on Martin Luther’s explanations and modern-day stories. Fun activities and music will 
be part of this. There will also be activities on the St. Luke’s Facebook page. 

Many thanks to Bishop Genie Watson, Janey Zimmerman, Patti Engler, Lynn Weaver, Kathy Baker, 
Drea Berntsen, Bonnie Wachter, Ted Zimmerman, and all other VBS volunteers. They will help with 
registration, story-telling, games, music, and food. Additional volunteers are welcome, but please 
call the church office about requirements such as Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance 
forms. 

We will be advertising this in the neighborhood. The 8th Ward Newsletter and the A-town Bundle 
Newsletter will also be advertising it. There will be special planning meetings of the Welcome and 
Witness Committee at the Coffee Hours on Sunday, August 2nd and 9th. 

Please keep this effort in your prayers and support it in any way possible! 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Richard Mathisen 

https://www.facebook.com/StLukesLutheranAllentown
https://www.facebook.com/StLukesLutheranAllentown
mailto:richard.a.mathisen@gmail.com
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PROPERTY: 

• The guardrail extension has been installed in the parking lot. 

• A fire extinguisher has been replaced after the inspection was completed. Next year, the kitchen fire     

extinguisher will be replaced. There are a total of 13 extinguishers on the property. Some heat sensors 

need to be replaced as they are now too old.  
 

WITNESS AND WELCOME: 

• The Witness and Welcome Committee will resume monthly meetings on the 4th Sunday of the month 

following the worship service. The Committee is currently working on in-person Vacation Bible School to 

be held on August 10, 11, 12 for  ages 5 through 10. The theme, created by Janey Zimmerman, is The 

Lord’s Prayer. A series of 5 lessons will be taught to the participants during the 3 days. A kickoff meeting 

was held on June 28 with volunteers to review the nightly schedule.  

 

Meet and Greet for Secretary Lee Friedman! Many thanks to all who helped at the Meet and 
Greet for our new Church Secretary, Lee Friedman and her husband, Eric. It was held after church 
on Sunday, July 19th. We are very happy to have her with us! 

Church Website Updated. Many thanks to Kathy Baker and new Church Secretary, Lee Friedman 
for the updating of the church website, available at St. Luke’s Website. 

Youth Sermon by Noah Stambaugh! On July 19th, we had a special treat, as Noah Stambaugh 
presented the sermon. Noah is a recent graduate from high school with honors. He did a fine job! 

Three-Fold Brochure Updated. Many thanks to Corliss Bachman for the updating of the church’s 
three-fold brochure. Copies are available across from the elevator! 

Prayer List Procedures Updated. Many thanks to Kathy Patterson and Lee Friedman for revising 
the procedures for keeping the Prayer List updated. *Beginning next week, our Prayer List          
procedures will be adjusted slightly. Persons will normally be added to our Prayer List for four 
weeks and then removed and placed in God's care, but can always be continued on our Prayer List 
by an additional request.   

Welcome and Witness Committee Reactivated. Many thanks to Chair Lynn Weaver and the  
other members of the Welcome and Witness Committee. Their focus right now is on the Vacation 
Bible School program, but they have many other plans! 

https://www.stlukeslutheranallentown.org/
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The girls were getting ready for the JCS         

performance in their roles as children in the 

chorus.  

Center: Ella, granddaughter of Lynn Weaver 

and niece of Brian Follweiler, lead guitar in the 

JCS band and role of Simon Zealots. 

Left: Olivia; Right: Addy—daughters of Louis 

Hoffman, who played the role of Judas in JCS.  

The August Messenger is presented  

in honor of 

Bob and Kathy Patterson’s 

Fifty-sixth wedding anniversary 

by Keith and Dolores Lewis 

 

 

The Ribbon Ministry is still in motion. Every 1st 

Sunday of the month during the 10:30 am service, 

there will be prayer over the ribbons. If anyone is 

available to cut the ribbons off the gate, please 

reach out to Bishop Genie Watson.  

We are seeking your help to send messages out to our 

shut-ins, sick, live in nursing homes, members who 

need some love, visitors who have come to St. Luke’s 

Lutheran Church and members of our community. 

Take a card, add a message . We can help you send it! 

Thanks to Patti Engler and Beth Hickman for this   

awesome idea! 

Pictured: Janey Zimmerman  
and Bishop Genie 

A Little 

Note 

Brings A  

Lot of Joy!! 

Located on the 2nd Floor  

We Asked, You Answered…. 

Pic-
tured: Bishop Genie cutting  
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8th Ward Neighborhood Group  

School Supply Drive 

Please help by bringing new backpacks and school supplies 
to the  August 11th 7pm meeting or call Bonnie at   
484-735-1169 to set up a time to drop them off at St. Luke’s 
Church. We will be giving them out to students at the 8th 
Ward Neighborhood Group’s FREE FAMILY FUN NIGHT on 
Tuesday, August 18th from 6:00pm-8:00 pm.  on the sidewalk 
in front of the church, while supplies last.  
 
Needed: New Backpacks, notebooks, folders, paper, pencils, 

sharpeners, pens, individual tissue packs, sanitizer and 

wipes. Items remaining or larger sized will be given to     

Washington Elementary School for in-classroom use.  

We will enjoy a potluck lunch with hot dogs, hamburgers, and rolls being provided by the 
church. We need picnic sides and desserts to round out the menu. We ask that each person or 
family bring a dish to share that is ready to serve with an accompanying utensil. If it is a hot 
dish, please bring it already heated in a crockpot, as we want to avoid using the ovens the day 
of the picnic.  
 
A sign-up sheet is on the back table for you to fill out to let us know what dish you are bring-
ing as well as how many people in your family will attend. We encourage you to bring guests. 
We just would like to know so that we are properly prepared with food and the table set-up. 
 
We continue our tradition of playing Bingo, so please bring an unwrapped prize for our lucky 
winners. If you have any other ideas for activities for the picnic, please let us know. 
 
We are looking for volunteers to assist with the picnic preparations and clean-up afterwards, 
so please see Lynn Weaver or Kathy Patterson if you are interested in helping. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH 

FELLOWSHIP HALL  

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE  
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 August 5- The JCS Band, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Allentown            

 SPEAKER:   Pr. Maritza Torres Dolich   
Community Org.: Second Harvest Food Bank 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

BRING  

A  

LAWNCHAIR! 

8th Ward  
Neighborhood Group  

and St. Luke’s  
Spaghetti Dinner 

Saturday, October 17 
More information to follow!    
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August 3    Bishop Genie Watson 

    Charles Talaber – Happy 80th Birthday, Charlie! 

August 5    Kathy Baker 

August 10    Pastor Richard Mathisen 

August 11    Zachary Strouse 

August 12    Corliss Bachman 

August 14    Patricia Knerr 

Have we missed anyone? If you wish to be added to our Birthday List, please call 

the church office or contact Kathy Patterson.  

In loving memory of Elwood Shanton who passed away last year just six days shy 

of his August 7th birthday when he would have attained the age of 101 years old. 

Pastor Lamb and Monica Tucker-Morgan 
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ST. LUKE’S MISSION STATEMENT: St. Luke’s is a community of God’s people centered around the Gospel and empowered by God’s  
Spirit to be Jesus’ disciples now. The Lord calls us to be channels through which His love and acceptance can flow to others. Using our 
varied gifts, we commit ourselves as a congregation and individuals to be God’s presence to our community in both word and deed. 

 

July 2026  

Meet and Greet for our 
new church secretary and  

July Birthday  
Celebrations! 

 
Thank you to  

Bob and Kathy Patterson  
for all you do! 

Pictured from L to R: Eric Friedman, Lee Friedman, 

Barbara Mathisen, Pastor Richard Mathisen and 

Pastor Ted Zimmerman  
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FREE KIDS BACKPACKS & SCHOOL TOOLS (while supplies last)  

Bring your lawn chair and let’s hang out front and meet our neighbors. If it 
rains, we will go indoors to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church’s Fellowship Hall. 

Want to help?? ( We are seeking NEW backpacks and other school supplies 
as mentioned earlier) - call Bonnie 484-735-1169. Also, it would be really 
great to have an activity presented by St. Luke’s Church—please speak 
with Lynn to volunteer or help out in anyway. We want to be present and 
engaging—this is the week right after VBS so a tie-in or follow-up activity 
would be great! 

FREE FUN FOR ALL !!! 

When the hot weather keeps 
you inside, take a moment to 
look through your photographs 
and see if you have any of St. 
Luke's and its many members 
and activities through the 
years. We're always looking to 
add to our archives and even 
frame up some more pictures 
to jog our memories as we 
walk around the church! 

CALL 

610-434-3943 

TO REGISTER 
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Location: St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, 140 S. Ott St., Allentown 

 


